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DISCUSSION:





1) During discussion at meeting 20 of WG4, it was decided to restore the length rule of COBOL 85. 





2) During discussion at meeting 20 of WG4, it was decided to require equal alignment for both the redefined and the redefining item.





3) The introduction of bit data items requires some new rules. 





PROPOSED CHANGES:





Nr.�
Page�
Subject�
Proposal�
�
1�
339�
13.17.42.2, REDEFINES clause, Syntax Rules�
Add new SR14 through SR17:


"14) If the data item referenced by data-name-2 is either declared to be an external data record or is specified with a level-number other than 01, the number of character positions or bit positions it contains shall not be less than the number of character positions or bit positions in the data item referenced by the subject of this entry.





15) The description of the subject of this entry (if it is an elementary item) or of the first elementary item subordinate to this entry (if it is a group item) shall be such that its required alignment is the same as the alignment of the data item referenced by data-name-2.





16) If the data item referenced by data-name-2 is a bit group item, the subject of this entry shall be a bit group item or a bit data item."





17) If the data item referenced by data-name-2 is a bit data item, the subject of this entry shall be a bit group item or a bit data item."�
�
2�
339�
13.17.42.3, REDEFINES clause, General Rules�
Replace GR1 in part to read as follows: " Storage allocation for the subject of this entry starts at the first bit of the data item referenced by …".�
�









OPEN ISSUES





1. Does SR15 introduce another "change potentially affecting"?


e.g.


	03  A  pic 9(5) packed-decimal sync right.


	03  B redefines A 


                        pic XXX.





COBOL 85 does allow this, but obviously SR15 does not. Is this really what we want?





2. Change number 2 does not refer to filler bits/bytes.





e.g.


	03  A pic 9(7) packed-decimal sync right.


	03  B redefines A 


                    pic 1(6) usage bit.


Do we want B to start at the first bit of the first (packed) digit of A, or at the first bit of the first byte of A?
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